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Welcome to our July newsletter 

 

Hello and goodbye 

This year we have a smaller group of pupils than usual leaving the school to move onto the next stage of their 
education. All the best for the future to Josh and Oliver. 

We have welcomed some new pupils to school—Sarah, Alfie and Freya, and also two new staff members—
Caitlin and Laura. We hope they will enjoy their time at George Hastwell.  
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Another very busy term at George Hastwell, with plenty of events which I hope you enjoy reading about in our 

newsletter.  None of the activities would be possible without the hard work of our dedicated and enthusiastic 

staff. In particular there have been many sporting and musical events for the pupils to take part in.  

We have continued to work on our GHS values, and this term have focused on kindness and pride. Our values 

are delivered and celebrated  in our twice weekly assemblies as well as in class work, and we have redesigned 

our pupil of the week postcards to reflect our values.  

This term our Sixth Form students have completed a range of awards and accreditations, including Entry Levels 

in  English, maths, and ICT  and ASDAN Personal Development Awards. Year 11 pupils have also completed 

ASDAN  Transition Challenge.  

Pupil numbers are increasing, and for September we have created an extra class, Hazel class, which will be led 

by Mrs MacKenzie. 

I would like to wish Stephen Wilkinson a long and happy retirement as he retires from his position as CEO of the 

Multi-Academy Trust, and would like to thank him for his support for the school. We look forward to working 

with Paul Slater as our new CEO.  

I hope you all have a lovely summer break. 

Best wishes, 

Karen Baxter 

Headteacher’s message 



In May a group of pupils took part in a residential in Clwyd organised by Riding for the 

Disabled. All of the pupils were brilliant representatives of the school and all gained 

awards for their riding. We would like to thank all at the RDA for their support and our 

staff who accompanied the pupils. Photos courtesy of the RDA. 

 

RDA residential 



Music at George Hastwell 

We have continued to expand our musical opportunities for the     

pupils this term. Signing choir now practise every week, and have  

performed this term at Vickerstown School and at Hastonbury. We 

have also had a visit from the Walney School Stargazers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New play area 

Our play area in the front courtyard was installed in the Easter holidays. We used a lottery grant and 

some funding from the primary sports premium to develop the area. Our next project is to work on the 

play areas at the rear of school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sports leadership 

Pupils from Key stage 3 and above have volunteered to join the sports council and to be sports leaders. One of 

their jobs is to help to organise sporting and play activities at breaktimes.  

Some of the Sixth Form Sport Leaders were fantastic ambassadors for GHS on a Boccia young officials course in 

June. They demonstrated excellent communication and officiating skills. They have now been invited to assist in 

the regional Boccia competition next year at Kendal Leisure Centre and are working towards the Gold Award of 

10 hours of officiating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunchtime clubs 

There are now a range of lunchtime clubs on offer during the week to pupils across the school. These 

are mainly fitness-based and take place inside or outside depending on the activity and the weather.  

 

 

 



Motorbikes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May we were visited by Ulverston Motorcycle Club. They are fantastic supporters of the school, and 

bring Easter eggs for the pupils each year. They give us donations from funds they have raised, and of 

course bring their bikes for the pupils to see. Sixth Form pupils enjoyed serving them drinks and scones, 

too.  

 

 

 



Forest School 

Oak Class have enjoyed their Forest School sessions this term at the woods at Harlock Hill near         

Pennington, and have learned a lot about how to look after themselves in the outdoors. 

 

 

  

 



Catering College 

Each week pupils from Oak Class have been attending a catering course at Furness College. This 

contributes towards their ASDAN Award.  On their final week they made a roast dinner and dessert, 

and then enjoyed eating what they had made in the college’s restaurant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                   The finished dishes   



Barrow Carnival 

A group of pupils, parents, staff and families took part in Barrow Carnival in June. The 

weather was very kind to us, and we enjoyed walking in the parade up to the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Toothbrushing 

Three of our classes have taken part in Smile 4 Life toothbrushing sessions with the specialist dental      

service. We are aiming for all classes to take part in the next few months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House banners 

The banners we created in our first house activity are now proudly displayed in the school hall. 

Thank you to the staff who finished off the banners and mounted them in the hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sandside Lodge School Cycling Festival 16.7.19 
 
The event was based at Ulverston Tennis Centre. There were a variety of bikes, trikes and recumbent trikes 
to try out.  
 
Quinn loved the recumbent and was absolutely flying around. Joe enjoyed the doubles trike and was         
excellent at the limbo, ducking his head under the bar every time and not knocking it off once. Both Isaac 
and Quinn completed the time trial circuit. Both Bryn and Alfie took to the trikes like ducks to water and 
were pedalling around independently. Sam thoroughly enjoyed a number of trikes and pedalled so far he 
had to stop for a rest. 
 
We had a lovely morning pedalling around in the sunshine. 

 

 

 

 

 



T-shirt frenzy! 

Lots of the pupils decorated t-shirts for Hastonbury. Here are some of Hawthorn class 

working on their tie-dyed t-shirts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#Ourplasticfeedback  

Silver Birch class have become fascinated by the series Blue Planet, and have been 

learning about the environment and plastic pollution. They joined in with the national 

plastic protest by returning items to a local supermarket with messages from the    

pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cheque presentation 

We had a visit from Mr and Mrs Vickers, who kindly presented the school 
with a cheque for more than £6000. We will be putting this towards              
developing our outdoor areas.  

 

Donations have also been received from Ulverston Motorcycle Club and 

the Rotary Club. These donations will also be put towards our              

playground development. Thank you from all at George Hastwell! 

News 

Crisp packet recycling scheme 

We are very excited to be able to contribute to plastic recycling by collecting crisp 

packets in school. These are sent off to TerraCycle, a waste management company, 

who recycle them into other products. Please send your packets to school and we will 

make sure that they are shipped off to TerraCycle.  

School uniform 

Uniform is available from Identity, Cumbria Embroidery, and from the Tesco online uniform embroidery 

service. Items without logos are also available at local supermarkets. If your child would like to wear the 

tie and blazer option, ties are available from the school.  Uniform applies to all classes except Sixth Form, 

who can wear the optional hoodie if they would like to.  

 

Advance notice—Race for Life! 

Our Race for Life will take place in the autumn term this year, and we have arranged the date of 12th 

September in the afternoon.  



 

Karate 

Pupils from across the school have taken part in karate sessions this term, and have        

thoroughly enjoyed the experience.   

 

 

 

Inclusive sports event 

Pupils from KS3 upwards were involved at an inclusive sports event at Ulverston Leisure 

Centre in May, where they took part in a range of sports with Sandside Lodge and other 

schools.  

 

 

 



Football tournament 

 

The football tournament took place at the end of June.  The winners of the mini tournament were red house, and the 

main tournament was won by green house. Well done to all those who played!  

We would like to thank Barrow AFC Community Sports for lending us the goals, and Hannah from Ulverston Leisure Centre 

for refereeing and presenting the trophies.  



Sports day took place on 3rd July. Pupils from across the whole school participated, sometimes with the 

help of staff and parents or carers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As usual, there was only a slight amount of cheating in the staff race... 

Sports Day 



Hastonbury 

We held our first Hastonbury Music Festival on 12th July in the sunshine. It was a 

lovely afternoon and we were amazed at the talented pupils. We were also joined 

by pupils from Dowdales and Walney Schools. Next year we hope Hastonbury will 

be even bigger and better! Thanks you to everyone who helped to organise the 

event and who helped on the day. 

 

 



 

 

Hastonbury continued 



The CEO Writes 

This is my final contribution to the Newsletters of The Queen Katherine School, Walney School 
and George Hastwell School after 19 years associated with QKS and somewhat less with the   
other two. 

It has been a massive privilege to have been given the opportunity not only to lead two of my 
own Secondary Schools but then the Multi Academy Trust.  Our own children had the benefit of 
being educated at The Queen Katherine School over a period of 9 years when I was its 
Headteacher and all have moved on to very different and exciting careers paths. So, I know first-
hand the importance of everything our staff at the three schools do on a daily basis so support 
children both in the classroom, on extracurricular activities and in their emotional and cultural development. I will 
miss the involvement with young people and being able to share their successes at our various Award Ceremonies 
and in passing conversations on the corridors. 

I have also enjoyed working with hundreds of talented staff who regularly ‘go the extra mile’ to prepare lessons, 
inspire young people, find time for their own professional development and provide support and friendship for 
their colleagues. I am full of admiration for everyone who works in our three schools and for The Multi Academy 
Trust and would like to thank them all for their hard work and dedication. 

Recently I have worked more closely with my own MAT Team and Local Governing Bodies and the MAT Board and 
Members.  That too has been a fantastic experience requiring a real moral purpose to support education across 
South Cumbria. This builds on the vision of a Self-Improving System and required the confidence and commitment 
of all these people. 

I am looking forward to not having the responsibility for Trust, its schools, staff, budgets, buildings and students 
and will concentrate on my work for The Association of School and College Leaders and as Senior Lead of the 
North North West Maths Hub. And I look forward to more time with my lovely family, garden, fells and even more 
time in my glider. 

Stephen Wilkinson 

Chief Executive Officer  

 

 

The Chair of the MAT Board Writes:  

A great deal has happened since I last wrote for our school newsletters in March.   At the 

end of this term we will be saying farewell to Steve Wilkinson our CEO.  In preparation for 

Steve’s retirement MAT Trustees conducted a very rigorous two-day selection process to 

appoint our new CEO, and were delighted to appoint Paul Slater. Paul is currently working 

with us 1 day per week as Assistant CEO and will take up the CEO role on 1 September for 

2.5 days per week. Steve Wilkinson and Paul are doing a thorough handover and Paul will hit 

the ground running in September!  

During our regular meeting with the Regional Schools Commissioner she showed her continued confidence in the 

QKS MAT by giving us the go-ahead to explore bringing other Good Schools into our Trust. This is something very 

important for our future as having more schools in the MAT would bring the benefits of better economies of scale, 

sharing best practice and offer the opportunity of creating stronger all-through education pathways. On behalf of 

the Board I would like to thank all staff in our three schools for your dedicated hard work in achieving great       

progress in raising standards and aspirations and providing the best opportunities for our young people.  

Beth Curl 

Chair of The QKS MAT Board 

 


