
George Hastwell School 

NEWSLETTER EASTER 2019  

Welcome to our Easter newsletter 

Hello and goodbye 

We are welcoming several new pupils to the school—Leon, Sarah, Alfie and Freya.                                
We hope they will enjoy their time at George Hastwell. 

We have also welcomed new staff members—teaching assistants Lindsey and Tonicha, and midday 
assistants Angela and Laura.  

Jessica, one of our teaching assistants left us in January to pursue a career in the health service, and 
we wish her all the best for the future.  
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The spring term has been once again a busy time at George Hastwell and we hope you enjoy reading 

about some of our activities in our Easter newsletter. In January we launched our GHS Values and we 

have so far focused on the two values of Respect and Fairness. These are broken down into a different 

focus each week and reflected in our Monday and Friday assemblies.  The next value we are focusing 

on is  Kindness. 

In the last few weeks teachers have been entering data onto SOLAR, our new system for measuring  

pupil progress. This enables us to track how pupils are progressing against their curriculum targets. 

We have increased the number of sporting opportunities for our pupils. Several groups have attended 

community sporting events such as Boogie Bounce at the Leisure Centre in Barrow. We have recently  

introduced active lunchtime clubs, and after Easter some of our pupils will be accessing weekly karate 

lessons. We have also been building musical links with local schools, which we hope to continue into 

the summer term.   

We have been planning improvements to the outdoor areas, with the first work due 

to happen in the Easter holidays, with a new play area for younger pupils in the 

front courtyard. 

Best wishes, 

Karen Baxter 

Headteacher’s message 



In January we had visit from M&M Productions with their performance of “Cinderella”. This was enjoyed 

by the whole school. We were very fortunate that the performance was funded by the Happy Days    

children’s charity. 

M&M Productions 

Pupils and staff enjoyed dressing up as book characters for World Book day in March. There were 

some very creative costumes! 

 

World Book Day 



Bendrigg Trust 

At the end of January a group of Sixth Form and Key Stage 4 students attended a  week long        

residential at Bendrigg Lodge near Kendal. All enjoyed the experience and were very excited to 

spend a few days in the snow. There were plenty of opportunities to try new activities and meet 

new challenges. The group were a credit to the school and we would like to thank Mr Park for     

organising the trip, the staff who attended, plus all at Bendrigg for their welcome and support. 
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A group of Key Stage 2 pupils attended a New Age Curling event at Furness Academy. They enjoyed 

joining in with the game and showed good sporting spirit.  

 

 

New Age Curling 

Signing choir is now meeting across the school year. Some of the  choir performed at 

the Vickerstown School Sign to Sing event in February, and we have been practising 

songs for our end of term assembly.  

 

Signing choir 



Friends group and parents support group 

The Friends group have been busy this term planning our Someone Special afternoon tea. 

We have also started our parents support group in conjunction with Furness Carers, and this has 

been meeting monthly in school.  

If you would like to be involved in events, please look out for information via letters and on our     

Facebook page.   

News 

Butterfly Hugs 

We were very pleased to receive some lovely books and resources on behalf of some of our pupils 

from local charity Butterfly Hugs. Thank you for your kindness and support for our families. 

 

 

Comic Relief 

We organised a non-uniform day on 15th March to raise money for Comic 

Relief. This was part of our commitment to take part in regular charity 

events across the school year and raise our pupils’ awareness of the world 

around them. On the day we raised £49.60. 

 

Facebook page 

The school Facebook page now has over 400 followers, 

and is a good way to find out information about what is 

going on at school. Please take a look if you are on    

Facebook.  



Work experience 

Some of our Sixth Form students have been developing new skills through work experience with local 

businesses. We would like to thank Brewers Fayre, Game and Costa Coffee for their support for our 

students.  

 

Anne Bruce our music therapist visits the school each week. She works with small groups and         

individual pupils and focuses on communication through music and emotional regulation. Here are 

some of Acorn Class enjoying a recent music therapy session. 

 

Music therapy 



Oak Class sporting events 

Oak Class have been developing sporting and leadership skills through the Step Into Sport Leaders 

Training at Kendal Rugby Club on 12th March. Pupils demonstrated excellent communication and        

organisation skills at the training session with great leadership potential. Pupils were great              

ambassadors of GHS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the disappointment of not making the County Tournament at Penrith due to the extreme 

weather conditions of Storm Gareth, the team still got the opportunity to try out their new skills in 

Table Cricket against Sandside Lodge on 20th March. The competition was a very exciting 

and positive experience and both schools are looking forward to more opportunities to come.  

Well done to all who took part.  

 

 



End of term asembly 

At our end of term assembly on the last day of term, we presented headteacher's awards and  

attendance certificates. 

We also had a dance performance by some of our Key Stage 3 pupils and some songs from the     

signing choir.  

 



House banners 

In February the whole school took part in our first house activity, the creation of house banners to be 

displayed in the hall. Pupils and staff worked together to create the banners.  

 

 



Odd Socks Day 

Dates for your diary 

Please note that the Easter weekend falls outside our end of term holiday 

this year. 

 Friday 19th April—Good Friday 

 Monday 22nd April—Easter Monday 

 Tuesday 23rd April—Live Music Now performance in school 

 Monday 6th May—May Day bank holiday 

 

 

Pupils, staff and visitors wore 

odd socks on March 21st to 

celebrate Word Down        

Syndrome Day. 



Dane Ghyll choir 

As part of our plans to build up musical links with other schools, we had a visit from Dane Ghyll 

School choir in March. We thoroughly enjoyed listening to them, and the signing choir also joined 

them for an impromptu joint performance of “This is Me”. 

 

Afternoon tea 

The Friends Group organised a successful Someone Special Afternoon Tea on 28th March. This was 

attended by parents and other family members. Thank you to the Friends Group for organising the 

event and to the pupils and staff who helped on the day.   

 



The CEO Writes:- 

As Beth Curl the Chair of our MAT Board says we are very busy preparing for the next 
phase in the development of our MAT   All our schools are well on the way to increasing 
the number of areas they will be judged as good or better. This is because of the quality of 
leadership within the schools, supported by active and conscientious Local Governing     
Bodies. It is also as a result of the commitment of all our Staff who regularly go the extra 
mile to support all our students and pupils both in and out of the classroom. 
  
I am sure you will agree with me once you have read the Easter Newsletter how exceptional our schools are in 
the extracurricular opportunities provided by our Staff. It has long been my view that schools should support 
children in their emotional and behavioural development and give the widest range of enrichment                    
opportunities.  We are therefore pleased that OFSTED have recognised the importance of a relevant, challenging 
and broad curriculum in the new  framework that comes into effect in September. 
  
So, as always I thank everyone associated with our Trust, our Governing Bodies and most of all our schools for 
all their fantastic work.  Can I also thank Parents and carers for your support and invite you, if you wish to     
contribute even more to consider becoming a Trustee or a Governor of your child’s own school. 
  
Can I also wish all those youngsters sitting public examinations next term the best of luck both in the               

examinations and as they proceed to the next stage of your learning.  

Stephen Wilkinson 

Chief Executive Officer  

The MAT Chair Writes 
At the end of last term we received the fantastic news that in the recent Ofsted Inspection, 
Walney School has moved out of Special Measures. Ofsted inspections of our three schools 
have now confirmed how much all of our schools have improved over the last two years and 
we are confident that they will all continue strongly on their journey. 
  
A major task for the MAT Board Trustees this term has been planning for the recruitment  
of our new CEO, with interviews at the end of March.  We are also delighted to welcome Phil 
Clayton as a new Trustee. Phil has children at The Queen Katherine School and has business and project       
management expertise. We would like to recruit a Trustee with recent  senior level education experience, so 
if  you  know of any potential candidates, please let us know. 
  
Many students will be preparing for exams and awards next term. I know the staff will do all they can to        
support your children as they prepare for exams and I encourage parents to get involved too, in whatever way 
will help your children. You can support them and help to make learning fun!  
  
Thank you for your continued support and if you have any questions or suggestions, please do get in touch via 
Sharon Housego Sharon.housego@queenkatherine.org 

Enjoy the Easter break and let’s hope for some nice weather! 
  
Warm regards 
 
Beth Curl, 
Chair of QKS MAT Board 

mailto:Sharon.housego@queenkatherine.org

